PENN'S WOODS WEST TROUT UNLIMITED CHAPTER BYLAWS

Article I. Organization and Purposes

Section 1. The name of the orgamization shall be Penn's Woods West Chapter, Trout Unlimited.
(Also known as P T, referred to herem as the “Chapter™)

Section =, The purpose of the Chapter shall be to conserve, protect and restore coldwater fisheries
and their watersheds. The Chapter shall operate as a non-profit, non-peliical and nen-ssctarian
crganization. The Chapter shall functon exclusively for chantakble, educational and saentific

pUrposes.

Section 5. The Chapter 15 a subsaidiary erganization of Trout Unlimited, Ine., a Michigan nen-

proft corporaten and is under its autherity. The Chapter shall carryvout the aims and purposes of
Trout Unlimited and all policies, objectives and activities pursued by the Chapter and its
members shall bein conformity with the Bylaws and policies of Trout Unlimited. The Chapter’s
use of the TU name, logo and Chapter affiliation with other organizations and businesses shall
conform to TU policies.

Section 4. The Chapter and all members acting on its behalf shall net finanece, promete or oppose
the candidacy ot any person sesking election to public otfice and shall not participate or intervene
in any campaign on behalf of any candidate for public office.

Section &, The Chapter shall not conduct er carry on any actiwnties, including the expenditure of
funds and contributions or denations by the Chapter to other oreanizations, not permitted to be
conducted or carried on by a tax exempt organization under the prowisions of Section goae)(3) of

the Internal Revenue Code of 1954, as amended. Befer to wwwirs.gov for details.

Article IT. Membership

Section 1 Payment of annual dues to Trout Unlimited i1s the only requirement for membershipin
Trout Unlimited and the Chapter. The Chapter shall not assess anvadditional dues or fess and
shall not establish classes of membership.

Section 2, Payment of annual dues to Trout Unlhimited shall automatecally make ene a member of
the Chapter, if the member resides m the Chapter's gecgraphical area. Any Trout Unlimited
memberin good standing from a different chapter's gsographic area may elect to become a
member of the Chapter.

Section 3. The By-laws of Trout Unlimited shall govern the suspension or expulsion of chapter
members.

Section 4. Mo Chapter or chapter otficer, director or member may transfer, sell, barter, or lease to
any person or entity the membership list or the names, addresses, contact mfermation or other
parsonal information of the members.

Article ITT. Membership Meetings

Section 1. The Annual Meeting of the Chapter shall be held on a date set by the Board of

Directors, to elect officers and Directors and conduct other business of the Chapter. The
President and the Treasurer shall present anmual reports to the members.

Section 2. Motice of the Annual Mesting shall be sent to each member at least fitteen (15) days
pricr to the meeting. The mesting notice shall include the date, time, place and agenda of the




annual Meeting and the slate of candidates nominated for election by the Naminating
Committes. The mesting notice may be in writing or by electronic communication, including fax
or electranic mail.

Section 5. The Chapter shall held regular mestings at a date, ime and place chosen by the
Board of Directors.

Section 4. Special mestings may be called by the President or Board of Directors or upon the
written request of the lesser of ten percent (10%) of the members or twentv (zo) members.
[otice of all spedal mestings must be given to members at least seven (7 days prior to the

meeting and shall include the date, time, place and agenda for the specal mesting. The mesting
notice may be i writing or by electronie communication, including fax or electronic mail.

Section ©. Robert’s Rules of Order, Newly Revised shall govern the meetings on all matters
relating to order and procedure, including nommations and elections. Only current members of

Trout Unlimited shall be permitted to vote at anymeeting of the members and no prosxy woting
shall be allowed.

Section 6. Officers are elected by the Chapter Board . Any officer may be removed at any regular or
special Chapter board meeting bya 2/3 wote of the board members in attendance whenever, in
their judgment, the interest of the Chapter would be served.

Article TV. Board of Directors

Section 1. The Board of D irectors 1sresponsible for the general supernsion of the Chapter's affairs
and finances.

Section =, The Board of Directors shall consist of no fewer than three (3) non-officer members
and the officers pursuant to Article V, sechon 1and ne mere than ten (10) members. Each non-
ctficer Director shall servwe a three-year term, with Directors’ terms stageered to prowde for
contimuty. The mmmediate past President shall be an ex-cotficio member of the Board of Directors
for the term of his or her successor. All Directors shall be current members of Trout Unlimited.

Section 3. The Board of Directors shall meet regularly, but noless than 6 imes per year. Upon
notice, the meetings of the Board of Directors may be conducted by telephone. The Board of
Directors may also act by email vote, provided all members of the Board of Directors are
permitted the opportunity to participate and all votes are shown to all Directors and reported 1n
the minutes of the Board of Directors.

Section 4. A simple majority of the members of the Board of Directors shall constitute a quoram
and a simple majority vote of those present is required to approve any official action.

Section ©. Special meetings may be called by the President or anytwo (2) members of the Board of
Directors. Unless notice 1s waived by all members of the Board of Directors, notice of any special
meshng, mcluding date, time, place and agenda, must be @iven at least seven () days n advance.
[Motice may be in writing or by electronic communication, including fax or electronic mail.

Section 6. If a director 1sunable to serve for any reason or if a director is appeointad to fill a vacant
ctficer position, the vacant director position shall be filled for the remainder of the unexpired
term by appointment of the remaining members of the Board.

\rticle V. Offi | Duti

Section 1. The officers of the Chapter shall be: President, Viee President, Secretary and
Treasurer, all of whom shall ke voting members of the Chapter’s Board of Directors. All officers
must be members in good standing of Trout Unhmited. Mo persen shall held mere than one (1)




otfice at any time, except for the offices of Secretaryand Treasurer. T he officers shall be chosen
and elected by the Board of Directors.

Section 2. The President shall serwe as general executive officer and shall appeoint the chairs of

all Chapter committess. The President shall overses all actiwities of the chapter and preside at all
membership and board meetings.

Section 3. The Vice President shall assume the duties of the President if the President 1s
absent or unable to perform the President’s duties. The Vice President shall perform the
duties assigned bythe Board of Directors and the President.

Section 4. The Treasurer shall have custody of all funds and propertyof the Chapter. With the
President, the Treasurer may sign and exscute, in the name of the Chapter, all contracts,
agresments and other obligations of the Chapter. "When necessary or proper, the Treasurer
shall endeorss tor collection on behalf of the Chapter, all checks, notes, drafts and electronic
credits and transters and shall depesit same and all other revenues to the eredit of the Chapter
in such bank or banks as the Beoard of Directors designates. All checks for the disbursement of

funds of the Chapter abowe $2oo shall be signed by the President and counter-signed by the
Treasurer. All checks for the disbursement of funds of the Chapter abowe $2ooshall be signed
by the Treasurer pending Board approval. The Board of Directors may impose such alternate
authority or limitations of authority to execute contracts, sign checks or use other forms of

payment as the Board of Directors deems appropriate and may require that the Treasurer be
bonded. The Treasurer shall alse:

&, Develop and submt for approval, an annual finanaal budget outlining the

chapter's soureces of income and planned expenditures for the upooming fiscal year
(October 1 through Septamber 30). As a rule, planned expenditures should neot
exresd income for any year, unless approved by the Board of Directors.

B. Submita complete Annual Finanaal Eeport (“AFE™) for the Chapter to Trout
Unlimited pricr to the deadline st by Trout Unlimited. The AFE will bein
compliance with the palicies and requirements of Trout Unhmited and will eontain

a complete and acourate accounting of all revenues, expenses, wolunteer hours by
members of the Chapter and any additional items prescribed within the AFE form

C. The Treasurer will also make all necessary filings with the Internal Revwenea
Servics and state and local authorities, At a minimum, the reporting should include
a basic Profit and Leoss statement, and performance to the annual budget.

D. Upon request, permit acoess to the Chapter's books, records and accounts by an
Chapter Officer, Director or designated representative of the State Counal and/ar
Trout Unlimited.

Section ©. The Secretary shall keep the minutes of all mestings of the Board of Directors and the

general membership and keep an accurate and current record of all Chapter memberships. The
Secretaryshall assist the Treasurer in prepanng the AFE form. The Secretary shall send all
required notices to members of the Chapter, as required by these bylaws or otherwise. Notice may
be in writing or by electronic communication, including fax, electronic mail or by posting an the
Chapter's web-site. The Secretaryshall also maintain the correspondence of the Chapter.

Article VI. Election, Term, Vacancy

Section 1. The Chapter officers shall be elected for two-year terms. Mo officer shall serve more
than two (=) consscutive two-year terms in the same office, unless a suitable replacement cannot
be found. An efficer mav again held the same office after a one-year penod out of office.



Section 2. In the event of a vacancy in any office, the Beoard of Directors shall appoint an
individual to serve until the next regularly scheduled elechon.

Article VII, Committees

Section 1. The Chapter may establish standimg committees, whose members shall be appointed by
the chair aof sach committes:
. Communications: This committes is responsible for the chapter web-site and newsletter.

. Membership: This committes is responsible for membership services, mambership lists

and efforts to recruit and retain members.

. Education: This committesis responsible for education programs and youth actiwnties.

. Censarvation: This committesis responsible for activities and projects that directly
support Trout Unlimited’s conservaton agenda.

. Finanaal Development: This committes is responsible for chapter fundraising.

[MNominating: This committes shall assist the Board of Directors and otficers with

leadership dewelopment and submut a slate of candidates for elections.
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Section 2. Additicnal standing or ad hoc committess may be established from time to fime by the
President or the Board of Directors.

Article VIII. Fiscal Year

Section 1 The Chapter’s fiscal year shall be thesame as that of Trout Unhmited.

Article TX. Amendment of Bv-Laws

Section 1. These Chapter bylaws may be amended at any Anmial Meeting or Speaal Mesting.
Amendment of the bylaws shall require a two-thirds wote of those present and voting. Only

current members of Trout Unlimited shall be permitted to vote. Anvamendment to these bylaws
shall be consistent with the bylaws of Trout Unhimited. All proposad amendments to the Bylaws
shall require at least 3o days notice to the members, with the notice speaifying the proposed
amendment.

Section 2. If any amendment of these bylaws is required in crder to make them consistent with

the bylaws of Trout Unlimited, a vote of a majerity of those present and permitted to vote shall be
sufficient to pass the amendment.

Article X, Assets and Dissolution

Section 1. Mo part of the income, earnings or assets of the Chapter shall inure to the benehit of, ar
be distributed to, any member, director or officer of the Chapter or any private individual, exept
that reascnable compensation may be paid for servicss rendered to or for the Chapter in effecting
cne or more of its purposes. Chapter members, otficers and directors may be raimbursed for
expenses incurred for or on behalf of the Chapter.

Section 2. All Chapter expenditures shall ke broadly consistent with the mission of Trout
Unlimted.

Section 5. The Chapter may not acquire or hold any new interest in real property, including
easaments, except with prior written approval from Trout Unhmited.

Section 4. Upon dissoluton of the Chapter, all assets of the Chapter shall revert to the State
Council. These assets will be held and /or redistributed in consultation with Trout Unlimited.
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